
 Not many people would say 
that ending up in jail was a blessing 
in their lives. As for Tosheia, she 
knows that God’s grace reaches 
all places. Tosheia began using in 
her late twenties. Heavy drug use 
eventually landed her in jail and 
she realized she had 
lost  everything she 
ever loved to addiction. 

 In her jail cell, 
Tosheia went down on 
her knees and prayed. 
God answered Tosheia’s 
prayers and started to 
do amazing work in her life, which 
would lead her to recovery and 
then the City Rescue Mission’s 
Hope Place.  “I craved the faith-
based environment I was in while 
staying at Hope Place”.

 It was clear that Hope Place 
would be part of God’s plan to 
transform Tosheia’s life. “It helped me 
become closer to God,” she shares.  
The Women’s Ministry at Hope 
Place not only offers shelter and 
safety, guests can also participate 

in educational classes 
that can help women to 
grow spiritually and to 
improve life skills. 

   Tosheia feels that 
these opportunities have 
helped her in many areas 
of her life. She enjoys the 

bible studies which have helped her 
grow spiritually. Part of this growth 
was being baptized and finding 
redemption in God’s forgiveness.  She 
now knows how to work through the 
guilt she has been feeling. 

Tosheia’s Story

A Blessing in Disguise

“I craved the
faith-based 

environment I was 
in while staying
at Hope Place”
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“Blessed is the one who 
perseveres under trial 
because, having stood 
the test, that person 
will receive the crown 
of life that the Lord has 
promised to those who 
love him.”
                    James 1:12
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The main 
thrust of the 
work here at 
the Mission 
is to build 
positive 
relationships. 
To do that, 
conversations 

need to occur daily with those we 
meet and serve. Sometimes the 
words begin slowly, where at a point 
of brokenness and despair – a desire 
is born to ‘get well’ and get on with 
life. Having an outlook of joy against 
hopeless odds is sometimes difficult, 
but we get to see the love of Jesus 
shine through the thick layers of hurt 
and despair experienced by many of 
our guests.

 In this edition of the Lighthouse, 
you will read Tosheia’s story. Her 
story is fairly common and includes 
getting married and having children 
at a young age, experiencing broken 
relationships, using drugs and 
alcohol, and making bad decisions 

From the Director’s Pen

Conversations

Centershot Fun 
Shoot – Fun For All
Centershot Archery at the Sankey 
Center is for kids and teens age 
9 to 18. At a recent Fun Shoot, 
archers could compete for trophies 
and get points towards earning 
their own bow. The archers and 
their families were treated to 
lunch at the awards presentation. 
Congratulations to Noah Postema 
for shooting the high score!

visit us at our website

www.cityrescuemission.org
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ultimately leading to time spent in 
jail. Running from God may have 
worked for a time, but when Tosheia 
was moved by the Holy Spirit, God 
was there as she decided to choose 
Jesus. You may never get a chance 
to meet Tosheia, but you have 
impacted her life through your love, 
prayers, and financial support. You 
become part of the conversations 
that establish relationships with our 
guests because you enable our hands 
and feet to be out doing the daily 
work of loving others. 

 Through the ministries of the 
Mission, people are rescued from 
choices and habits that lead to 
damage, despair, and even death. 
There is still much to do – and the 
conversations will continue because 
of you.
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 Participating in the Celebrate 
Recovery program has been one 
of Tosheia’s favorite activities 
while staying at Hope Place. 
“Celebrate Recovery definitely 
helps me incorporate God with my 
recovery.” She has also enjoyed the 
positive effects of the Parenting 
Video Class which has helped her 
to communicate better with her 
daughter. Tosheia cherishes her 
sobriety and is thankful for the Lord’s 
work in her life.

     Being a guest at Hope Place 
has also impacted Tosheia’s life 
by bringing her closer to God and 
growing her faith. She attributes 

her stay at Hope 
Place as an 
“indescribable 
experience.”  
She especially 
appreciates the 
Women’s Ministry 
staff. “They are 
always there for 
us, they listen 
and they guide 
us.” Tosheia 
finds comfort in 
knowing she is no 
longer alone.

     Because of Hope Place and the 
grace of God, Tosheia now feels ready 
to build a new God-centered life. 
She has found a job and her own 
apartment. “I really enjoy the church 
I go to and I look forward to getting 
more involved there.” 

 As Tosheia ponders her past and 
everything she has been through, 
she acknowledges her experience as 
a blessing in disguise. 

Faith and Family
Are Godly Values Disappearing?

Do you ever feel like you hardly 
recognize our world anymore? 
It’s important to remember that 
no matter how times and trends 
change, we can take hope in 
knowing spiritual truths and 
values won’t — they just need to 
be shared. Here are two questions 
to ask yourself:

We’ve already started planning 
for our largest outreach of the 
year. With your help, thousands of 
people will receive all the fixings for 
a traditional Thanksgiving Meal to 
enjoy in their own home!
Check the Wish List on the next 
page for a list of needed items. 
Start collecting today!

Thanksgiving
Baskets 2017
Coming Soon!

Tosheia’s Story Continued

1. What values do I want to pass along? What makes your heart 
beat? Are there any important experiences or life lessons you’ve 
never shared with those you love? You can help build a framework 
for what really matters simply by sharing the passions and beliefs 
you hold most dear. 

2. How can I best share my values? Communicating your values 
doesn’t have to feel intimidating. Many Christians are choosing to 
create or update their Will so it aligns with their values — taking 
care of loved ones first and then including a gift to support a 
ministry they care about like the City Rescue Mission. This is a 
creative way to share values and change lives.

Trends don’t have the final word. You can positively impact the next 
generation simply by sharing from your heart.

For the full version of this article, request a FREE copy of “Impact the Next 
Generation in 3 Questions” by contacting Mary Lee Green at (724) 652-4321 
ext. 107 or maryleeg@cityrescuemission.org - or bless your family today 
with a God-honoring Will at www.christianwill.org/cityrescuemission.

“They are 
always there 
for us, they 
listen and 
they guide 
us.” Tosheia 
finds comfort 
in knowing 
she is no 
longer alone.



FALL 2017
Wish List

We welcome your time and talents here 
at the City Rescue Mission! If you would 
like to help with any of the volunteer 
opportunities listed or to learn about 
others, please visit our website at 
www.cityrescuemission.org or email 
volunteer@cityrescuemission.org.

Our current opportunities include:

• Men of Faith needed to serve at the 
front desk of the Men’s Ministry.*

Many Hands Make Light Work

 The Mission’s Sankey Center looks a lot brighter thanks to some special 
friends from Liberty Mutual Insurance Company and NRG who decided 
to take a day away from their regular day job to put their hands to work 
serving others. Many thanks to our Corporate Partners In Hope for making a 
difference in our community!

Want To Help?  Volunteer!

Compassion Compassion in  Actionin  Action

visit us at our website

www.cityrescuemission.org

Practical ways you can help
We welcome your donations of 
the items listed below. Please 
call 724-652-4321 for drop off 
instructions and directions.

Our immediate needs include:

FAMILY CARE MINISTRY
• Peanut Butter
• Canned Tuna
• Canned Fruit
• Cereal
• Oatmeal
• Soup
• Crackers

THANKSGIVING BASKETS
• Canned Fruit
• Canned Vegetables
• Pie Crust Mix
• Evaporated Milk
• Cranberry Sauce
• Canned Gravy
• Canned Yams
• Stuffing Mix

WOMEN’S MINISTRY
• Celebrate Recovery Daily 

Devotional
• New Bed Pillows
• Cleanser/Scouring Powder

MEN’S MINISTRY
• Long Sleeve Dress Shirts
• Dress Pants
• Sweaters/Sweatshirts

YOUTH MINISTRY
• Genesis Bows 
• Snacks (Sweet or Salty)
• Cases of Bottled Water

• Groups, families, or restaurants 
needed to BAM! Bring a meal, 
cook, and serve it to shelter and 
community guests.

• Groups or individuals needed to 
organize a drive to collect most 
needed items for the Mission.

• Holiday helpers for Thanksgiving 
and Christmas. Call early as 
holiday opportunities fill fast!

* Christian Testimony Required.


