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Felicia’s Story

The Gift
of Family
H

omeless, alone, and scared, Felicia did not know how she
would care for herself and her eight month old daughter.
When a friend told her about the City Rescue Mission, she
decided to call for help. “I was nervous. I assumed that the
shelter would be an overcrowded room filled with beds. I had
no idea that I would be walking into a home.” (Continued inside)
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Remember
your Family

From the Director’s Pen

Holidays With Family

T

he
holidays
are a time
most of us
spend with family and loved ones
in the comforts of a home. Family
traditions help us remember how
grateful we are to be surrounded
by the ones we care about.
Unfortunately, not everyone
knows the joy that comes from
being a part of a family.
At the Mission, I meet many
men, women, and children that
feel alone in the world. Tragic
circumstances or bad decisions
leave them feeling disconnected
and untrusting of the kindness of

others. Thankfully, God can break
those barriers.

who treat our hurting neighbors
like family.

At the Mission, it begins with
greeting guests with a smile as
they are offered food, safe shelter,
or care. By meeting these basic
needs with kindness, hurting
people start to see that they
matter and there are people who
care about their well-being. This
generosity then opens their hearts
to hear about the Lord.

As you read Felicia’s story, you
will see that you don’t need to be
related by blood to be part of a
family. Her story shows how God
can use an unfortunate situation
to bring about a blessing. During
trying times, He brought Felicia
the support she always needed in
her life by giving her a family.

I see God’s miracles every
day as He transforms the lives of
struggling people at the Mission.
This is all because of generous
and compassionate supporters

Kevin A. Green
Executive Director and
Chief Executive Officer

Give Our Struggling Neighbors
a Holiday to Remember
Donate the Following Items:
Hams, turkeys, and home-made desserts
Gifts and stocking stuffers for men and women

“Last year my kids were
so happy on Christmas
morning! I was jumping
with joy watching them
open their presents.” - Ida

New hats and gloves for men, women, and children
Pajamas, socks, and underwear for children (ages 0-14)
Gifts for a Recovery Program Participant

Lend a Helping Hand:

403

Assist with Christmas gift applications
Sort Christmas gifts

Children received
Christmas gifts from
the City Rescue
Mission last year.

Help guests shop for gifts
Serve meals on Christmas day

CityRescueMission.org

Felicia’s Story

this reason, she believes that God
brought her to the Mission.

Continued...

As soon as Felicia walked
through the door, she was greeted
with a warm smile and shown
kindness. Everything she and her
daughter needs has been provided
along with a safe, comfortable
bedroom. “Everyone has been so
helpful. I have never once felt like
someone didn’t care,” she shares.
A compassionate staff and kind
volunteers make Felicia feel that
she is valued and cared for. “They
never make me
feel like I’m
This is
homeless
or less of
the first time
a person.”
in my life that I
Felicia
feel like I have
now knows
a family!
what it
is like to
have people
she can count on. “This is the
first time in my life that I feel like
I have a family,” she shares. For

Faith and Family

A

Starting the day with devotions
and prayer has helped Felicia
to grow in her faith. She enjoys
asking questions and learning
more about the Bible. “I’ve seen
His work in me already. Every
day I experience little miracles
from Him.” The biggest blessing
from the Mission is that she
finally knows what it means to be
surrounded by people who love her
in the comforts of a home.
Having felt alone most of her
life, Felicia is now experiencing
the true joy of having a supportive
family. She loves to sit around the
kitchen table with other guests
and staff, playing board games
and having fun. “I now know what
a perfect night with family would
be like. I am so happy here and
I actually have hope for the first
time.” She is most grateful to see
how happy her daughter is. “My
daughter has more here than I
could ever give her myself. She

REMEMBER

loves playing with all of the toys
and when I push her in the swing
on the playground,” she shares.
In a desperate time, God gave
Felicia the gift that she always
wanted: family. She no longer feels
alone and she now has hope for her
future. Most importantly, Felicia
knows that the help she receives at
the Mission will not end when she
walks out the door. “I know that
I have found a family that will be
there for me for a lifetime.”

FAMILY

study conducted in the UK found the average adult forgets three key things each day, like:

• What you meant to buy at the store

• Where you left your keys

• Where you parked your car

While we’re all guilty of this, there’s a list of things you would never think of forgetting. For instance, a good parent
would never omit teaching their child to look before crossing the street. But every day baby boomer parents
neglect to share equally vital information with their loved ones — by not communicating details only they know.
Individuals who prepare for unanticipated life events exercise a unique form of love for their family. One of the
best ways to do this is with an up-to-date Estate Plan. Another is by sharing:
• Passwords for their accounts
• Charities they support		

• Investments and insurance policies
• Their values

Remembering to care for your loved ones during and after your life is a beautiful gift. So
is remembering a ministry like the City Rescue Mission in your Will.
For the full version of this article, request a FREE copy of “Are You Forgetting the Most Important
Thing?” by contacting Mary Lee Green at (724) 652-4321 ext. 107 or maryleeg@cityrescuemission.org or bless your family today with a God-honoring Will at www.christianwill.org/cityrescuemission
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Winter 2018
Wish List

HELPING HANDS

ACTION

Practical Ways You Can Help
We welcome your donations of
the items listed below. Please
call 724-652-4321 for drop off
instructions and directions.

Helping hands
make it possible
for guests to have a
clean place to sit.

Our immediate needs include:
FAMILY CARE MINISTRY
• Soup
• Crackers
• Pancake Mix
• Maple Syrup
• Peanut Butter
• Jelly
• Children’s Christmas
Gifts (Ages 0-14)*

Helping hands offer
food and fellowship at a
cookout and bonfire.

WOMEN’S MINISTRY
• Christmas Gifts for Women*
• Celebrate Recovery
Daily Devotional
• Hair Brushes/WideTooth Combs
MEN’S MINISTRY
• Christmas Gifts for Men*
• Long Sleeve Dress Shirts
• Dress Pants
• Sweaters/Sweatshirts
YOUTH MINISTRY
• Genesis Bows for 		
Centershot Archery
• Snacks (Sweet or Salty)
• Cases of Bottled Water
*Please call or visit our website for a
detailed list of needed items.

Helping hands
beautify the Mission’s
Youth Center

Visit CityRescueMission.org/volunteer to learn how you or your group
can serve hungry, homeless and hurting people at the Mission.

Board of Directors
Physical Address: 319 S. Croton Avenue • New Castle, PA 16101
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 965 • New Castle, PA 16103-0965
/CityRescueMission

724.652.4321 • crm@CityRescueMission.org

The City Rescue Mission is supported by private donations and faithfully
demonstrates compliance with ECFA established standards for a
financial accountability, fundraising, and board governance.
The official registration and financial information of the City Rescue Mission of
New Castle may be obtained from the PA Department of State by calling toll-free
within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-0999. Registration does not imply endorsement.
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