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Changing lives in western Pennsylvania since 1911

Kim’s Story

The
Uplifting
Gift

A

buse and addiction had been part of
Kim’s life for too long. “It was always in my
family. It seemed like a cycle we couldn’t
break. Now I know what was missing,” she
shared. After suffering abuse from a loved
one, Kim became addicted to pain killers
that had been meant to heal her. She
fought to get clean in rehab, but the next
step was making sure she never went back
to her addiction.
(Continued inside)
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From the Director’s Pen

Lifting Others

A

s a lifelong member of the
community, I recall growing up
and hearing through our church’s
involvement how the City Rescue
Mission was serving those in
need. It was during my 10 years
as an accountant for Arnett Carbis
Toothman, managing the financial
audit of the Mission, that I had the
privilege of learning in more detail
about its ministries. It was also
when I first met Mr. Kevin Green,
our Chief Executive Officer.
For over twenty years, the Mission
has been blessed greatly under
the leadership of Mr. Green. To
say I have some large shoes to
fill when Mr. Green retires is an
immense understatement. As I

Faith and Family

was praying for God’s discernment
during this transition, I was guided
to chapters 13 through 17 in the
book of John. This part of scripture
reflects when Jesus was giving His
last instructions to His disciples
prior to His arrest, reminding
them of their three-year leadership
apprenticeship with Him. What a
tremendous comfort it provided
me that Mr. Green is using the same
leadership style of Jesus, making
me his apprentice from 2020 to
his pending retirement in 2022,
teaching and being an example of
an authentic Christlike leader.
As the holidays are approaching,
which is always our busiest time of
the year, we once again don’t know
what the season will bring. 2020
was a year of many changes, and
although 2021 looks to be improving,
there is still uncertainty. While most
of us will be trying to determine how
we can celebrate the holidays, there
is a group of hurting individuals with

no means to provide a Thanksgiving
meal for their family or Christmas
gifts for their children. If the Lord
has blessed your family during this
year, please consider lifting up those
who are less fortunate by making
a donation or volunteering your
time at the Mission to reach hurting
individuals and families.
I look forward with great anticipation
to see what God holds in the future
for the City Rescue Mission. With
many changes ahead, there is one
thing that will never change: God
is ultimately in charge. All of His
missionaries here will continue to
serve those in need as He directs
us to be His hands and feet in our
neighborhoods. May God bless you
during this holiday season.

Jack H. Lynn,
Executive Director

The Nativity You Never Knew

Every December we display Nativities that include the “three wise men.”
Here are a few surprising things we know about them:
1. There may have only been two. Because the magi brought three gifts, it’s often
assumed there were three, but the Bible doesn’t offer a number.
2. They didn’t arrive the night Jesus was born. Matthew records the men arrived, “after
Jesus was born” at the “house” where Jesus was. It’s believed Mary and Joseph were
no longer at the stable but in another location of the city, at a later time.
3. They were the first Gentiles to worship Jesus. The Bible says they knew Jesus was
the “King of the Jews.” And even though they were astrologers they were overjoyed
to worship the baby as King.

Every December, we follow in their footsteps. We give gifts and gather to worship the King. One way we can do both is
through the practice of biblical stewardship. We can donate our time serving alongside loved ones, or by updating an
estate plan to include a gift to a charity like the City Rescue Mission that is impacting peoples’ lives.
For the full version of this article, request a FREE copy of “Surprising Facts About the Nativity” by emailing legacy@cityrescuemission.org
- or bless your family today with a God-honoring Will at christianwill.org/cityrescuemission
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Kim’s Story
Continued...

Kim knew she needed a fresh
start in a new place. Her sponsor
suggested the City Rescue Mission.
“I was nervous, scared, and even
ashamed to go to a homeless shelter.
But as soon as I walked through the
door, I realized Hope Place is not
like a shelter. It’s a peaceful and
quiet home.” Kim was touched by
the caring and compassionate staff
who made her feel welcomed. She
immediately opened up to learning
about God.

Less than two months at the
Mission, Kim accepted Jesus into
her heart and it forever changed
her life. “I wanted to let go and let
God. My own will wasn’t getting me
anywhere,” she shared. Kim felt
encouraged by mentors who helped
her better understand the Bible and
surrender her life to His will. “I was
inspired by the staff and volunteers.
They were wonderful examples
of what it means to live a Christ
centered life and they were fun to
be around.”
Having Jesus in her life gave
Kim freedom from the worries and
stress that had troubled her for so
long. “I felt like I was finally present
in my life. It brought me to tears. I
knew I was no longer fighting alone.
He took away the compulsion and
obsession that would tempt me into
my addiction. I’m no longer afraid
or worried,” she shared.
When the Christmas season
approached during Kim’s stay at the
Mission, she didn’t know what to
expect but was excited to celebrate
her Savior. “Christmas was an

amazing
experience.
Jesus truly is
Jesus truly
the
reason for the
is the reason
season.
To finally
for the
know His entire story
season.
made celebrating
To finally
Christmas even
know His
better.
entire story
made celebrating
Christmas even better,” she
shared. What Kim didn’t expect
was the generosity and kindness
she was shown during the holiday.
“I was shocked and blessed by all
the gifts we received from donors!
I couldn’t believe it. I remember
getting my first cross necklace ever.
It was a beautiful and incredible gift
that meant so much to me.”
Years later, Kim is now working
in the Mission’s Women’s Ministry.
She enjoys the opportunity to help
others realize they are not alone in
their struggles. “He can bring you
to the other side. My life has been
transformed and I feel God has now
called me to help other women. He
has blessed me with so much!”

FINDING HOPE AT HOPE PLACE
Many different circumstances bring homeless women to Hope Place,
the Mission's shelter for women and women with children. They come
looking for a safe place to stay where they can regroup and refocus their
lives. They are greeted by a friendly, compassionate staff and are provided
food, a safe place to sleep and other items such as clothing and personal
hygiene items if needed.
For guests who wish to make a long term commitment to deepening
their faith, there is the Jesus First program. Jesus First is a long term
Biblical discipleship program for women to focus on healing and recovering from their past through devotions,
Bible studies, classes, and spiritual guidance. Upon graduation from the program, guests learn that through a
relationship with Jesus Christ, they can leave their troubled past and start anew with hope for the future!
Visit CityRescueMission.org to learn more about the Mission’s Ministries.
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Winter 2021
Wish List

The Season of Giving
Donate the Following Items

Practical Ways You Can Help
We welcome your donations of
the items listed below. Please
call 724-652-4321 for drop off
instructions and/or directions.

Hams, turkeys, and homemade desserts
Gifts and stocking stuffers for men and women
New hats and gloves for men, women, and children
Pajamas, socks, and underwear for children (ages 0-14)

Our immediate needs include:

Gifts for a Recovery Program Participant

FAMILY CARE MINISTRY
• Children’s Christmas Gifts
(Ages 0-14)*
• Pancake Mix
• Syrup
• Hamburger Helper
• Rice
• Instant Potatoes
• Canned Fruit

515 children

received
Christmas gifts
from the City
Rescue Mission
last year

Lend a Helping Hand

WOMEN’S MINISTRY
• Christmas Gifts for Women*
• Journals
• Facial Tissues

Help guests shop for gifts
Sort Christmas gifts
Serve Christmas Day meal

MEN’S MINISTRY
• Christmas Gifts for Men*
• Blue Jeans (All Sizes)
• Long Sleeve Shirts 		
(Casual and Dress)
• Dress Pants
• New Socks
• New Underwear
• Sweatshirts
• Deodorant
YOUTH MINISTRY
• Individually Packaged Snacks
• Bottled Water
*Please call or visit our website for the
most up to date list of needed items.

To learn more about Christmas at the Mission,
Visit CityRescueMission.org/Christmas

We all have gifts to give. There are limitless ways to use your generosity to
support others. GivingTuesday is a global generosity movement, unleashing
the power of people and organizations to transform their communities.
Join the City Rescue Mission on Tuesday, November 30 by pledging your
time, skills, voice, or dollars to support our neighbors in need.
Visit CityRescueMission.org/Giving-Tuesday to learn more!
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